Safety Around Horses and Ponies Policy
Introduction
This policy sets out how Wild Mane Wilderness & Equine Therapeutic Centre ensures the safety of all participants, staff, volunteers, and visitors when interacting with horses and ponies. While equines are central to our programmes, they are large and powerful animals, and safety is paramount.
Legal Framework
This policy operates within the following legislation and recognised standards:
· Health and Safety at Work Act 1974
· Animal Welfare Act 2006
· Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999
· Guidance from the British Horse Society (BHS), Riding for the Disabled Association (RDA), Association of British Riding Schools (ABRS), and British Equestrian
Definition
For this policy:
· Equines refers to all horses and ponies owned or on loan at Wild Mane.
· Handlers include staff, volunteers, or participants who are under instruction when around equines.
· Safety measures are procedures designed to minimise risk of injury or harm to people or animals.
Responsibilities
· Director: ensures this policy is implemented, reviewed, and communicated.
· Staff and Volunteers: follow all safety procedures, supervise participants, and report incidents.
· Participants: listen to instructions, respect boundaries around equines, and follow guidance at all times.
Safety Procedures
These procedures are based on guidance from the BHS, RDA, ABRS, and British Equestrian.
General Handling
· Horses & ponies must always be handled calmly and respectfully.
· Participants are taught how to approach horses & ponies safely.
· Horses & ponies must not be left unattended with participants.
· A qualified instructor or experienced handler must be present whenever participants are interacting with equines.
Behaviour Around Horses
· No running, shouting, or sudden movements near horses & ponies.
· Horses & ponies are not to be fed by hand unless under clear instruction, to avoid biting or pushy behaviour.
· Participants must always listen carefully to instructions.
Environment
· Handling areas such as fields, gates, and yards must be kept free from clutter and hazards.
· Equipment must be stored safely so it does not obstruct pathways or spook horses & ponies.
Protective Equipment
· Suitable footwear (no sandals or open-toed shoes) must always be worn around horses& ponies.
· Helmets are mandatory for all riding activities.
· For leading: parents/guardians will be asked to state the participant’s level of equine experience in the parental questionnaire. This will guide whether helmets are required.
· As participants build confidence and skills and move up the Wild Mane levels, requirements will be reviewed and discussed with parents.
· Adults and experienced handlers do not need helmets for leading if confident and under supervision, in line with BHS, RDA, ABRS and British Equestrian guidance.
· Wild Mane reserves the right to require any participant to wear a helmet or protective gear at any time, regardless of declared experience or level.
· These expectations will be explained in the Pre-Activity Waiver, which must be signed before participation.
Safety with Fire and Horses
· Fires are only lit in designated areas, well away from horses & ponies.
· Horses & ponies must be securely contained before fire-based activities begin.
· Loud noises, and smoke must be monitored, and horses & ponies moved if they show signs of distress.



Special Needs and Disabilities
· Wild Mane recognises that many participants may have special needs or disabilities.
· Safety instructions will be adapted to meet each participant’s needs, ensuring accessibility and understanding (for example, using visual aids, step-by-step demonstrations, or additional staff support).
· Extra time and reassurance will be given where needed, and activities may be adjusted to keep participants safe without excluding them.
· Parents/guardians will be asked to share relevant information in advance so staff can plan appropriate safety measures.
Safe Handling Guide
· A separate Safe Handling Guide will be provided for staff and volunteers, outlining in detail how to safely catch, lead, groom, and work around horses& ponies.
· This guide may also be shared with participants who wish to deepen their knowledge and confidence.
· The guide follows RDA, ABRS, BHS, and British Equestrian best practice and will be updated as needed.
Emergency Procedures
· In the event of an accident involving a horse, pony or participant, first aid will be given and veterinary/medical help sought immediately.
· Emergency contact numbers for the vet and medical services will be displayed on site.
· Any incident will be recorded in the Accident & Incident Log.
Monitoring and Review
This policy will be monitored on an ongoing basis and formally reviewed annually, or sooner if new guidance arises or an incident highlights the need for change.
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