Fire Safety Policy
Introduction
Wild Mane Wilderness & Equine Therapeutic Centre is committed to ensuring the safety of all participants, staff, volunteers, visitors, and animals. Fire can present significant risks in outdoor and equine settings. This policy sets out how fire will be managed safely during activities, particularly where fires are used as part of wilderness living skills.
Legal Framework
This policy is informed by:
· The Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005
· Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974
· Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999
· Relevant guidance from the Fire and Rescue Service and outdoor education/fire safety best practice
Definition
For the purpose of this policy:
· Fire refers to any open flame, campfire, or managed burning as part of outdoor activities.
· Designated fire area is the clearly marked and prepared space where fires may be lit under supervision.
· Fire marshal/responsible person is the leader or facilitator trained to oversee fire use.
Responsibilities
· Director/Facilitators will ensure fire safety procedures are followed at all times.
· Volunteers must comply with training and instructions on fire safety.
· Participants will be supervised at all times around fire and instructed on safe behaviour.
· All individuals have a duty to report hazards, unsafe practices, or concerns immediately.
Fire Safety Procedures
· Fires will only be lit in a designated area that is prepared, contained, and away from stables, paddocks, or flammable materials.
· A fire bucket or extinguisher and a supply of water will be kept within immediate reach of the fire.
· Fires will be kept to a manageable size at all times.
· Participants may be involved in lighting and maintaining fires as part of learning activities, but this will always be carried out under the direct supervision of a facilitator, who will check and oversee every stage.
· Fires must never be left unattended.
· On completion, fires will be fully extinguished, doused with water, and the area made safe.
· No accelerants (e.g. petrol, lighter fluid) will be used.
· Smoking and vaping are prohibited near the designated fire area, stables, and hay storage.
Teaching and Learning
· Fire-making is recognised as an important life and wilderness skill.
· Participants will be introduced to safe fire-lighting methods, including the use of natural materials and fire steels.
· Respect for fire will be emphasised as part of the Leave No Trace ethos.
· Learning will always include instruction on when not to use fire and the impact it can have on the environment, animals, and people.
Safety with Fire and Horses
· Horses are highly sensitive to smoke, sudden movements, and flames. Fires will always be positioned at a safe distance from paddocks, stables, and routes used by horses.
· Fires will never be lit in areas where smoke may drift into grazing fields, shelters, or working spaces for horses.
· Fire activity groups will be kept separate from equine activities to avoid unnecessary stress to the herd.
· In the event of an uncontrolled fire, horses will be moved calmly to a secure area away from smoke or flames.
· No cooking, fire-lighting, or fire demonstrations will take place in immediate proximity to the horses.
Emergency Procedures
· In the event of an uncontrolled fire, all participants and animals will be moved to a designated safe area.
· The facilitator will contact emergency services (999) immediately if required.
· First aid procedures will be followed for any burns or smoke inhalation.
Monitoring and Review
This policy will be reviewed annually or sooner if there are changes to legislation, guidance, or Wild Mane’s activities. Reviews will consider any incidents, near-misses, or new risks identified.
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